[Effect of carteolol and timolol eyedrops on the pressure tolerance of the optic nerve head].
In a planned, randomized, double blind study ocular perfusion pressures were measured before and after a 3-day regimen of 2% carteolol hydrochloride or 0.5% timolol maleate. A pressure tolerance test was also carried out. The results of this test revealed the critical pressure: it is the artificially increased intraocular pressure at which the visual function (monitored by visually evoked cortical potentials) is reduced to 20% of its initial value. The ocular perfusion pressures are affected by both drugs. They are more clearly reduced by carteolol than by timolol. The critical pressure is affected by both drugs too. After application of carteolol, the critical pressure is clearly lower than after application of timolol. The difference is statistically significant (p less than 0.05).